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" How Wil the Pledge Be Redeemed?

i1 "
The flow of official “bapkground_ shrush about dealing -with the Castro-

o

wordage on the C}‘,ba,‘l}‘?‘»{?Sion flop ;poviet threat in Cuba. He says in ef-

has done very 1ittf€é§lz’éikﬁ6 fix the et ﬁj“ﬁ that tﬁe" real danger ,Wm _come
if Castro tries to use his military

| spor_xmbxh ,"-f or ‘?’e fai‘mrf .and 'all its p’owerra’gainst some other state in the
; damage- ?_the U"S position 1n the pemispherg: “At that point, the United
' eyes of the.world "  States ggiv wipe him out, with the
There/is no question, by- now, that requisite sanctiorx__o'f the law on its
the U.S. played a degisive part. Presi- side”” i
dent ' Kennedy's sober acceptance T " *
of ‘responsibility '(as against blaming - N i
anything on the previous administra- _1nat ,W‘?’E@ be true, of course. But |
tion) “for the events of the past few. this strafegy assumes that a Castro
days” referred to some definite mesh- military action ¥ the device most;
ing of US. policy with the assault of likely to be.iged to enlarge the Com-:
the Cuban egiles.” B ' munist beacks ead in the Americas.’
. United 5%3_“ s. participation ex- It is far‘ more.} robable, however, that
§ tended as far.as the deep'invoivement Communist power would be s'p.read ‘
i e e R T W e
L wi iz acti 1 route of i :
. L with the mAEBaHE g efle ‘or by the same kind of internal action 1

i gravely on that. agency’s skill and
| pravey gensy \ which brought the Castro crew itself
to power: i

. prudence——but;it is still hard to. be-
_lieve that the,administraflcn uld;: o :
have made such a-heavy commitient* __T0e United *States has learned a.
: ; hard, coétly lesson in the Cuban de-
bacle, and certainly it would not be’

without” being prepar ed td see. it
through to a suceessfuk pvertiwow of , Anc . . |
Wi Lt ewise to plung€ off hastily and rashly

into. some new venture. But the Presi-

\

the Castro clique. Whichy, the Wojted -
dent has correctly appraised the dan-|
ger and has properly pledged its|

States most 'certaiqu wasx:@‘bamq{pf

._doing, and still is. ' e,
4" removal—if not by collective hemi-!
I -Dgs. spheric measures, then by the United’
, ian of* the nature States itself. In this, it would scarcely
_ o the U.5. commi ment, “while sug- be wise or realistic to wait for the
| gesting both theé ‘weakness in -the excuse of a military thryst by
. strategy and a course for the future; Castro—no more than it would be to.
«Nevertheless, this'is not the time wait for the erection of Soviet launch-
for sudden action, byt for a little more ing pads on Cuban soil. . |
careful reflection and staff work than .= - : . ’ -
. went into the ‘original decision ‘to |
© allow the Cuban refugees to engage !
| the prestige of the United States
'~ (italics ours):™ :
i But whetherthe American role'was
. so largely permissive of not “and .
whatever th;{;,_miscalculations and in- |
-eptness that went into,it, the crucial
. ' * problem for' the . President and the

~ cquntry. now .is how to do what the .
| President has said will yet be done— ‘
that is, to keép faith withi.tfe ‘Guban
_ people and to root out@g;aj.’sppt of
. Communist. contaminall 3 of the
hemisphere which ‘the Castro regime
represents.'.Argg,mS.;,in the face of
the strength’ and fiew prestige which
. phave accrued to Castro &s the result
of the invasion's defeat.
,  Mr. Reston argues that the Presi-
dent should not yield to the political
temptation to recoup U.S. losses by
some early, direct move against
‘Castro. In this, he may be right. It
could be argued, too, that the idea
of an American-fueled Cuban rebel-
lion was blown into too many pieces
_last week to ever be put together
again. . K
This point isn’t Mr. Reston’s, how-
ever. A point he does make, though,
and which can be seriously ques-
tioned is that there is no particular
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